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Introduction

“An Israeli Rhapsody” is the orchestral version of the
second movement of Henry Pool's Eighth Sonata for
Piano (“My Three Fatherlands”). It is written in lied form
and has the following structure: A >% B, > C >t B >? A,
The themes are connected by modulating transitions. And
though themes B, and B, are indeed different songs, they
were given the same letter code, because they came into
existence in a congenial way. They are, sort of, like twins.
The first theme (in D minor) is the Israeli anthem: “The
Hope”, which lyrics were written by Naphtali Herz Imber
and which melody was composed by Samuel Cohen and
years later re-arranged by Paul Ben-Chaim. This Anthem
expresses the hope of the Jewish People, to return to the
land of their forefathers, from where they were expelled by
the Romans nearly two thousand years ago, and to regain
their place among the nations of the world in a free and
independent Jewish State in Palestine, as prophesied in
the Hebrew Bible (among others: Deuteronomy 30,
Jeremiah 31, Psalm 126).

The second theme (in A minor) is the song of the Jewish
partisans during the Holocaust: “Never say you're going
on your final way”, a song, as it were, written with blood
and not with ink, and sung by people between crumbling
walls, holding rifles in their hands, fighting the Germans
and still hoping to survive, to be able in the future to go to
the green palm-tree land of Israel. The anonymous original
Yiddish lyrics have been rewritten in Hebrew by the poet
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Abraham Shlonsky and in that version it has been sung by
many Israelis in times of distress to encourage themselves
to continue to stand firm against the enemy, just like the
partisans in the Warsaw ghetto.

The third theme (in C minor) is a song dating from the Six
Day War: “Jerusalem of Gold”, which lyrics and melody
were written by Naomi Shemer. It pays tribute to the
beauty of Jerusalem, the capital of Israel and a city where
ancient history and modern times meet with one another
everywhere.

The fourth theme (in G minor) mirrors the second one. It is
“The Song of the Palmach”, which lyrics were written by Z.
Gilead and which melody was composed by David Zehauvi.
The Palmach was the forerunner of the I.D.F., the army of
the State of Israel. This song has for a long time been the
official marching song of the |.D.F., who continues to firmly
defend the newly won Jewish independence.

And with that in mind we return to the first theme (in D
minor), that of “The Hope”. i.e. the hope the Jews never
lost and for which fulfillment they prayed and keep on to
pray daily: to be a free nation in their homeland, the land
of Zion and Jerusalem.
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Andante (M .M. 68)
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